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a landscape which was to change dramatically after the First World War.
Traditionally, Vienna, as the capital of the vast Habsburg Monarchy, was
the main book selling and publishing center. Prague and Budapest were a
distant second and third and the publishing trade in Austria-Hungary dif-
fered from that in Germany in being multiethnic, multicultural and multi-
lingual, although scholars today tend to focus on the German-language
book trade.

Throughout the nineteenth century, the trades of book publisher and
bookseller were combined, this being one of the ways to restrict the num-
ber of bookselling outlets. It was not until 1899 with the founding of the
Wiener Verlag that the situation began to change. The vast majority of the
companies were publishing houses that specialized in certain fields, and
the proprietors of most of the new firms established in the course of the
nineteenth century were North German Protestants. The fields of special-
ization included medicine (partly because of the fame of the Vienna School
of Medicine), veterinary medicine, natural and social sciences, agriculture,
and law, with a wide array of relevant scholarly journals, schoolbooks and
cartography. Among the companies we find the k.k. Schulbiicherverlag,
which long held a monopoly on the publication of schoolbooks in all the
languages of the monarchy, Manz (legal texts), Holder-Pichler-Tempsky
(medicine, school textbooks), Franz Deuticke (the publisher of Freud’s
Trawmdentung), Anton Schroll & Co. (art books), Universal-Edition
(contemporary music), Urban & Schwarzenberg (medicine), Moritz Per-
les (medicine, veterinary medicine, geography, agriculture, etc.), Halm &
Goldmann (art books and lexica), Verlag der Wiener Volksbuchhandlung
(Social Democrat publications), Wilhelm Frick (agriculture), Wilhelm
Braumiiller (law, social and political science, medicine, veterinary medi-
cine), Carl Fromme (court printers; calendars, scientific works), and L.
Rosner (dramatic works).

Despite the number of specialized publishers in Vienna who also oper-
ated bookshops, it would be incorrect to assume that the literary publish-
ing landscape was completely barren. One example of a publisher with a
mixed program is the Carl Konegen Verlag. Still, except for the Wiener
Verlag, there were no exclusive publishers of belles lettres, and thus Aus-
tria-Hungary exported literary manuscripts to Berlin or Leipzig and
imported the published books. .

Although the Austrian book trade was fully integrated into the Ger-
man book trade and many booksellers and publishers were members of the
Bérsenverein der deutschen Buchhindler, the umbrella organization of
German booksellers and publishers established in 1825, the book
publishing trade in Austria-Hungary took a different route because of the
heavy-handed bureaucracy. It was not until 1859 that the Verein der
osterreichischen (later: dsterreichisch-ungarischen) Buchhindler was esta-

b

blished, its statutes modeled on those of the Borsenverein. The association’s
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official publication, the Buchhindler-Correspondenz, appeared from 1860
on. Whereas in Germany various factors led to the emergence of a new
type of publisher, the so-called “Kulturverleger” — such as Samuel Fis-
cher, Eugen Diederichs, Anton Kippenberg of the Insel Verlag, and later
Kurt Wolff and Ernst Rowohlt — and restrictions were removed on the
w.cv:@&ou of the works of classical German literature, there was no such
pioneering atmosphere at the time in the Habsburg Monarchy. Access to
the trade was restricted by an antiquated and often corrupt system of
m.nmsasm licenses (“Konzessionen”), and the strict censorship laws made
:8%3\ publishing, especially, a risky business. Another major factor pre-
venting Vienna, despite the obvious literary talent, from becoming an
important center for literary publishing was copyright protection. Despite
intensive lobbying by publishers and others, Austria-Hungary did not join
the Bern Convention of the late 1880s, relying instead on reciprocal agree-
ments with some, but not all key countries. Indeed, Austria was not to join
the Convention until forced to do so by the Treaty of St. Germain (1919).
Although the membership issue was brought before parliament in Vienna
c.amo.no the collapse of the monarchy, the non-German-speaking nationali-
ties in the monarchy were adamantly opposed. As book piracy was rampant
and writers and composers were often victims, they chose to publish in the
German Reich, where their works enjoyed full copyright protection.
There, as today, they also had a larger market. This lack of legal protection
was, in the words of the contemporary book historian Carl Junker, a “cat-
an.ovrn.s From a legal standpoint, the writers were “fair game,” as he put
it. The proclamation of the First Austrian Republic in November 1918
improved the situation for both writers and local publishers.

The first exclusively literary publisher in Vienna was the Wiener Verlag
(successor to the firm founded in 1874 by the Viennese actor, later book-
seller and publisher Leopold Rosner, and which specialized in theatrical
works), established in 1899 by the brother of Egon Friedell, Oskar Fried-
mann, and later taken over by a businessman named Fritz Freund. Until its
demise and bankruptcy in 1908, newspaper articles about the Wiener Ver-
lag were to be found just as often in the court section of the papers as on
ﬁ.rn culture pages. The Jugendstil publisher attracted turn-of-the-century
literary talents such as Hugo von Hofmannsthal and Arthur Schnitzler
m.:Q the debut novel Die Verwirrungen des Ziglings Torleff (The Oo:».c.v
sions of Young Térless, 1906) by Robert Musil, also appeared in the
Wiener Verlag. Fritz Freund not only attracted authors and artists with
.USEJ\ royalties, he was also active in the business of book piracy. exploit-
ing the fact that Scandinavian and Russian writers, for example “S»Hn not
copyright protected under Austrian law. v

The end of the First World War, the collapse of the Monarchy, the loss
o.m the vast industrial hinterland and natural resources :Dnb,_@_,ov::n:ﬁ
high inflation, lack of fuel and suitable paper for Ul:&:m,, not to Bnbmom
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